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TOWN OF WENHAM 
 

Conservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes of February 27, 2017 
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 

 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Commissioners, a meeting of the Conservation Commission was held on Monday February 27, 2017 at 7 PM in the Selectmen 
Chambers. 
 
With a quorum present, Mr. Colarusso called the meeting to order at 7 PM.  
Commissioners Present: Philip Colarusso, Chair; Chris Gajeski Leo Maestranzi; Michael Novak; Asma Syed  
Not Present; Robert Burnett; Malcolm Reid  
Also present: Margaret Hoffman, Planning Coordinator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
 
Public Hearings  
 
Notice of Intent  
Applicant: Sarah and Jonathan Prescott 
Consultant: Rimmer Environmental Consulting, LLC 
Location: 9 Hull Street 
Project: Construction of a studio on top of an existing foundation located within the 100-foot buffer to Bordering Vegetated 
Wetlands, construction of fencing to support a dog training business, removal of several damaged trees, planting of native 
vegetation and construction of walkways 
 
Ms. Hoffman read the legal ad as published. 
 
Mary Rimmer, Rimmer Environmental Consulting LLC was present and provided an overview of the proposed project.  This 
is a 1.25-acre lot on Hull Street. 
The proposed project is to construct a meditation studio in an existing structure on the property, repair an old stone wall and 
install a fence.  
The installation of the fence is to section off an area for dog training.   It is preferred by not necessary to remove some top soil 
in the training area to level this area, and put down wood chips. 
 
The homeowner/ applicant was present and reassured the Commission that dog waste is removed right away. 
Retainer boulders are planned for the studio entrance which is below grade; it is possible to hand dig in this area if necessary. 
This project / business proposal is before the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
The hearing was open to the public.  There were no questions or comments. 
The Committee planned a site visit on March 3.  The property owner granted the Commissioners access to the property. 
 
Vote: Mr. Maestranzi moved, and it was seconded, to continue the hearing for 9 Hull Street to March 13, 2017 at 7 pm in Town Hall.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Other Business  
 
Request for Determination of Applicability  
Applicant: Kurt Weitler  
Location: 115 Pleasant Street  
Project: Removal of 6 trees on property  
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In the absence of the applicant, Carmen Herrick, 113 Pleasant Street and abutter to the property spoke to the Commission 
saying he has the same interest in removing these trees noting they are dead and hollow and confirmed his support in the 
application. 
 
Because the applicant was not present, the Commission deferred action to the next meeting. 
 
 
Administrative Business:  
•  Certificate of Completion– Lot 2 Old Rubbly Road – DEP 326-0338 aka- Miles River Lane  
Property owner/contractor Michael Crowe was present to answer questions. 
This is one of two homes. 
Vote: Mr. Maestranzi moved, and it was seconded, to grant the COC for 2 Old Rubbly Road. The motion carried by majority vote with 1 
abstention. 
 
•  Certificate of Completion– 9 Hull Street – DEP 326-0304: 2007  
Vote: Mr. Maestranzi moved, and it was seconded, to issue the COC for 9 Hull Street.  The motion carried unanimously.  
    
•  Certificate of Completion – 346 Grapevine Road – DEP 326-0337  
The Applicant submitted a stamped engineered plan. 
Vote: Mr. Maestranzi moved and it was seconded to grant a COC for 346 Grapevine Road.  The motion carried by majority vote with one 
abstention. 
 
•  Endorse Wenham Pines Order of Conditions (OOC)  
Ms. Hoffman reviewed at the last hearing Wenham Pines was voted an Order of Conditions. 
The applicant is concerned with two of those conditions: 

Appendix B Condition 21 -  Timeline for the recording of the OOC. 
Currently #21 reads “…before any work is under taken, or within 30 days of issuance, whichever comes first.” 
The Attorney for the applicant has requested an amendment by removing the language “within 30 days” as they are uncertain 
when the property will be transferred; work cannot be done on site until the permit is recorded.  The Commission concurred.  
 

Appendix B Condition 22 – Conservation Restriction (CR)  
In the original decision, the CR was to be recorded at the Registry before the building permits were issued. 
The Attorney for Wenham Pines is concerned that if the CR is in place during construction they could possibly violate the CR, 
therefore, requested the CR be recorded prior to the final Occupancy Permit being issued.  
Town Counsel has drafted a clause in the new language to protect the Town “that Wenham Pines would submit a draft CR, for review 
by the Conservation Commission and Town Counsel, for approval as to form a compliance prior to the issuance of the first building permit.”  Also 
that “these documents shall include Reservation of Rights in to allow and shall obligate the Trustees to record the permanent CR for Open Space when 
construction of project is completed.”  This insures the CR is a part of any master deed for the condominiums. 
The definition of “completion” was questioned by the Commissioners and concerns noted that the CR may not get recorded 
pending various unforeseen issues. 
 
Ms. Hoffman was asked to update the Commissioners regarding their concerns with the amendment of condition 22 after 
speaking with Town Counsel Thursday. 
Vote:  Mr. Maestranzi moved and it was seconded to continue Wenham Pines to March 13, 2017 at 7 pm in Town Hall.  The motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
•  Discussion on 21 Longfellow Road -  possible violation for tree removal within jurisdiction  
Present for this discussion was Engineer Bob Griffin, Griffin Engineering Inc. and property owner Pam Katsiris 
 
Mr. Griffin reviewed that the property owners are seeking Zoning Board approval to reconstruct a single-family house at 21 
Longfellow Road, after a catastrophe (fire). 
If a decision is made in favor of the applicant, an NOI will be filled with the Commission for work within the buffer zone. 
 
 
 



Approved 3.13.17 

CONCOM 2.27.17 3/3 

 
He went on to acknowledge that some trees have been removed on the property.  Mr. Griffin offered the reasoning “that 
(seven) trees were inadvertently removed from the buffer zone” observing that those trees would have had to come down for 
the construction.  A total of fourteen trees were removed.  Ms. Katsiris said the wood was offered to the neighbors. 
Ms. Katsiris stated that before the trees were cut, she met with Ms. Hoffman and the Tree Warden and walked the site.  The 
Tree Warden had requested a plan of the trees to be removed, but trees were cut prior to his review and no permit or 
permissions was granted. Some of the trees cut down were on the Town of Wenham’s property. 
Ms. Katsiris granted the Commissioners permission to access the property for a site visit scheduled March 3, 2017; the Tree 
Warden will be asked to attend. 
The Commission told Ms. Katsiris to not cut or remove any more trees. 
 
•  Update on Spring Hill/ Dodges Row Definitive Subdivision Superseding Order of Conditions  
Ms. Hoffman noted the Commission was copied on an email as a courtesy that the Salem Beverly Water Board is having a 
peer review done on the filing with DEP. 
Mr. Maestranzi questioned how the applicant got a superseding order from DEP and was told it was because the Commission 
could not get a quorum within 21 days of the application being filed and the applicant is no longer bound to the Town’s 
regulations. 
 
•  Nelson Ave Extension – Request for permit extension DEP 326-0303 dated January 30, 2017 
This is a property in Wenham that is accessed through Nelson Ave in Beverly. 
The original OOC was issued March 3 2008.  Because this has been so long, and there have been updates to the regulations/ 
bylaws, the Commissioners agreed the applicant needs to refile.  Mr. Colarusso noted that under the current regulations, the 
applicant may only request one, one-year extension and therefore the Commission could not act on this request. 
 
•  Meeting Minutes – January 9, 2017 
Vote: Mr. Maestranzi moved, and it was seconded, to approve the January 9, 2017 minutes as written.  The motion carried unanimously with one 
abstention.  
 
 
Adjournment - The Commission unanimously adjourned at 7:59 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
3.5.17  
 


